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Do you want to draw a distinction "between the time when she
came home from Hodclesdon or Blockley at the end of June and
the date when she went to the asylum, or the few days before she
went to the asylum in August?—1 should rather draw a difference,
if I might, between the time she returned from Hoddesdon and
the time she went to Hoddesdon. She seemed to be more nervy.
I can only use that word—not nerves in the senna of timid, but
nervy in the sense of being full of nerves.
Do you mean when she came back from Iloddesdon she was
more nervy?—Yes, the trip did not seem to have done her the good
I had hoped it would.
Let me take a few days before she went to the asylum, any
one of the few days before she went to the asylum and the time she
returned home. What was her condition of health then ?—From the
time she returned from her holiday till the 9th Augxist she was
extremely nervy and excited, then on the 9th the delusions ap-
peared for the first time. I do not remember of her complaining
of rheumatism nor of indigestion particularly. While iny wife
was in the asylum I visited her as often as I was allowed. There
is an entry in my diary which says, (< 31st December, Gloucester,
3.50." That was the time of the train I took when I went to see
my wife. I paid one other visit to her before she returned home,
but it is not entered in the diary. That visit on the 31st Decem-
ber was the last visit before the correspondence commenced about
her return home. That correspondence started on the llth
January. In my opinion she was quite fit to come home. When
she did come home she took up the practice of giving lessons to
the boy, and she continued doing that for some days, up to the
morning of the day she took to her bed finally. That, at least, is
my recollection. As compared with August, her mental condition
was then very much better.
Going back for a moment, let me put this general question—
In August of 1920 would you say that your wife's health was good
or bad, or indifferent, or what?—I should say indifferent. You
are speaking of on or about the 9th August, 1920?
I -will take the 9th August if you like. I am not wishing to
tie you down to a particular date. Say the first fortnight in
August; would you say indifferent?—Yes. I remember when Mr.
Arthur Chevalier came down in August. He then spoke about a
possible suicidal tendency, and it was at that time I put my
razors and service revolver away. It came as a shock to me to
hear that from Mr. Chevalier, as I had never contemplated such a
possibility; but from the argument that he put forward as to her
then state of health it seemed to me that he was justified. I took a
serious view of it then; I was afraid that there was a suicidal
tendency. I was therefore glad when the responsibility of looking
after her had passed away from me on her entrance into the asylum.
I had not had that danger in mind prior to Mr. Chevalier speak-
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